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1.0  Introduction 
 

 

A review of existing information on archaeological and historical resources in the vicinity of the 

172nd/190th Avenue Corridor Planning Study Area (PSA) was conducted by Heritage Research 

Associates, Inc. (Heritage). In addition, Heritage historic preservation specialist Tama Tochihara 

conducted a windshield survey of the area to identify potential historical built resources, and Heritage 

archaeologists Albert Oetting and Robert Wenger conducted a pedestrian survey along existing roads in 

the PSA vicinity to locate archaeological resources. This planning study will identify the most appropriate 

design and route alignment for roadway improvements within the PSA located in northern Clackamas 

County, Oregon, near the City of Damascus (Figure 5.7-1). 

 

This cultural resources review was undertaken to determine if potentially significant prehistoric or 

historical resources are present in the PSA that may be affected by the proposed project alternatives. This 

information will aid in assessing the best roadway route alternatives during the planning study. The 

cultural resources review will assist the project in complying with Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended) as the 172nd/190th Corridor project moves forward toward 

implementation. This review also aids compliance with Oregon state laws requiring identification and 

protection of significant cultural resources. 

 

No prehistoric or historical archaeological sites or artifacts have been identified within the primary PSA 

taxlot block at present, but one historical archaeological site is adjacent to one of the existing roads 

outside the PSA to the north. No archaeological resources were identified during the pedestrian survey. A 

preliminary reconnaissance of approximately 150 historical built resources within the PSA resulted in the 

identification of ten properties that may meet the eligibility criteria for listing on the National Register of 

Historic Places. The results presented in this report are preliminary, and additional inventory and 

evaluation efforts may be conducted as the planning for this project progresses. Albert Oetting, Tama 

Tochihara, and Kathryn Toepel of Heritage Research Associates, Inc., prepared this technical 

memorandum. 

 

 

1.1  Project Purpose 
 

The purpose of this project is to effectively address congestion within the 172
nd

/190
th
 Corridor Plan PSA 

and existing safety problems; serve future north-south traffic demand; serve expected growth in 

Damascus, Happy Valley and Gresham; and serve the growing demand for regional travel. 

 

1.2  Project Description 

 

The proposed project includes developing and evaluating roadway improvement alternatives for the SE 

172
nd

 Avenue corridor from SE Sunnyside Road to the Multnomah County line as well as developing and 

evaluating design alternatives for a new major arterial between SE 172
nd

 and SE 190
th
 Drive near the 
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county line. This project is the second phase of a larger project intended to improve the connection 

between Highway 212 and the Cities of Portland and Gresham. Construction was completed for the first 

phase in 2010, (SE 172
nd

 Avenue South Project), which includes the widening of SE 172
nd

 from 

Sunnyside Road south to Highway 212.  

 

The area around the 172
nd

/190
th
 Corridor Plan PSA was recently added to the Portland Metropolitan 

Urban Growth Boundary (part in 1998 and the remainder in 2002) and is planned for urban development 

at an average density of at least 10 units per net buildable acre for the residential areas. There are also 

planned commercial and employment areas within the City of Damascus. Some of this development has 

already begun to occur. Existing conditions along SE 172
nd

 Avenue and SE 190
th
 Drive lack the needed 

continuity and capacity to serve future traffic demand created by anticipated urban growth. There are 

limited locations where this type of connection/facility can occur due to topographic constraints and 

existing urban buildout. In addition, planning efforts reveal that there are no other physically viable, cost-

effective north-south routes in this portion of Clackamas County.  

 

1.3  Project Study Area (PSA) and Area of Potential Effect (APE) 

 

The 172nd/190th Avenue Corridor Planning PSA is on the east side of the Portland metropolitan area, 

located on the south edge of the City of Gresham and the northern portions of the City of Damascus and 

City of Happy Valley. The block of taxlots comprising the PSA is in a small north-south trending valley 

known as Pleasant Valley, basically delineated on the west by SE 172nd Avenue (Rock Creek Road), on 

the northeast by SE 190th Drive, on the south by SE Troge Road, and on the north by the Clackamas-

Multnomah county line. Southeast Foster Road runs approximately north-south through this area. The 

study area covers about 1,000 acres in T1S, R3E, and includes parts of sections 29, 30, 31, and 32, W.M. 

(Willamette Meridian) (Figure 5.7-2).  

 

In addition to this primary PSA study block, buffers along the principal existing roads in the area have 

been delineated as well as buffers along three most promising road alignment alternatives (Figure 5.7-2). 

These buffer zones are 100 feet (30 m) on either side of the road centerline along the existing roads, and 

along the proposed alternatives the buffers are 300 feet (90 m) on each side of the proposed centerline. 

The existing roads that have been assigned buffer zones include SE 172nd Avenue (Rock Creek Road) 

from SE Foster Road south to SE Sunnyside Road; SE Foster Road from northwest of SE 172nd to south 

of Troge Road; SE 190th Avenue from SW 30th Street south to SE Cheldelin Road; SE Tillstrom Road 

from SE Foster southeast to south of SE Borges Road; SE Hemrich Road; SE Troge Road; and SE 

Cheldelin Road (Figure 5.7-2). The three potential new road alignment corridors all originate in the 

vicinity of SE 190th Drive and SE Cheldelin Road, with two crossing southwest to SE 172
nd

 (Concepts 

AT2 and AT6), and one tying into SE Foster (Concept AS10a). 

 

The PSA taxlot block is used as the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for examining and evaluating built 

historical resources for the 172nd/190th Avenue Corridor Plan, with the addition of impacted taxlots 

bordering the road buffer zones beyond the defined PSA. For archaeological resources, the road buffer 

zones and proposed alignment buffers comprise the APE for this study. 

 

Pleasant Valley and the PSA are on the northeastern margin of the Willamette Valley physiographic 

province (Loy et al. 2001; Orr et al. 1992). Most of Pleasant Valley is in the Rock Creek watershed, 

which drains south into the Clackamas River and then to the Willamette River. Kelley Creek in the 

northern end of the valley flows north to Johnson Creek, which also drains to the Willamette River. The 

buttes and low hills bounding the area to the east and west were formed as small volcanoes associated  
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Figure 5.7-2. Location and Setting of the PSA and Road Buffer Zones (USGS Damascus 7.5ô quadrangle, 

1961, photorevised 1984). 
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with the Boring Lavas which erupted and vented between 1.2 and 3.9 million years ago (Orr et al. 1992). 

The Boring lavas interfingered with and were buried by the Portland Hills Silt glacial deposits and were 

then subsequently covered by sediments of the catastrophic Late Pleistocene Missoula Floods that swept 

down the Columbia River. 

  

The Portland region has a relatively mild climate with wet cool winters and warm dry summers (Loy et al. 

2001). Average annual precipitation in nearby Oregon City is about 47 inches (WRCC 2010), with about 

70% occurring in the fall and winter. Average minimum and maximum temperatures in January are 35°F 

and 47°F, with a record low of -2°F. Average temperatures in August are 55°F and 82°F, with a record 

high of 107°F. 

 

Vegetation in the region has been altered by modern development and invasive non-native species. The 

1855 General Land Office (GLO) cadastral survey plat for T1S, R3E depicts the township as generally 

level with numerous low hills (Figure 5.7-3). Forest vegetation was most common and was described as 

"2nd rate Timber Fir, Cedar, Dogwood & Alder Undergrowth Hazel etc." indicating a mixed forest 

overstory of conifers and deciduous trees that probably included western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla), 

Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), Oregon white oak (Quercus garryana), western redcedar (Thuja 

plicata), Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia), red alder (Alnus rubra) and an understory of ferns, shrubs, and 

grasses. Native fauna included deer (Odocoileus hemionus and O. virginianus), elk (Cervus elaphus), 

many smaller mammals (Verts and Carraway 1998), and a variety of resident and migratory birds. The 

Willamette River and its tributaries supported dense runs of anadromous salmonids as well as diverse 

resident fish populations. 
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Figure 5.7-3. Location of the PSA on the General Land Office survey plat surveyed in 1854 (GLO 1855).  
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2.0  Cultural Background 
 

The Portland region has been a center of cultural activities for thousands of years. Prior to Euro-American 

contact and colonization, the Portland Basin and Lower Columbia River Valley were populated by 

numerous groups speaking closely related languages and dialects of the Chinookan language family 

(Hajda 1984; Minor 1983; Silverstein 1990). The Willamette Falls vicinity supported several Chinookan 

villages.  The Clackamas Chinook resided in villages along the river that bears their name (Beckham 

1998).  

 

2.1  Archaeology 

The general prehistory of the Portland region has been explored through a variety of investigations and 

these have been incorporated into overviews of prehistory and models for prehistoric and historical land-

use (Aikens 1993; Ames 1994; Burtchard and Keeler 1991; Minor 1986; Minor et al. 1993, 1994; 

Pettigrew 1981a, 1990). The following is a brief summary of these overviews. 

The Paleo-Indian Stage (ca. 13,000-8,500 BP) covers the largely undocumented initial human 

colonization of North America (e.g., Ames and Maschner 1999). Human population density was probably 

quite low and groups were small and highly mobile, adapting to changing environmental conditions as 

Pleistocene glaciers retreated and the Early Holocene climate became warmer and drier. Most of these 

early foraging groups were probably using a variety of plant and animal resources. No archaeological 

materials from the Portland region reliably date to this period at present. Isolated finds of individual fluted 

points, typical of this period in much of North America, have been reported to the east upstream along the 

Columbia River near The Dalles, north in the Puget lowlands, and south in the Willamette Valley (Minor 

1985). 

The Archaic Stage (ca. 8,500-1,500 BP) in North America is characterized by hunting and gathering 

cultures using broad resource bases obtained with the aid of technologically complex tool kits (Willey and 

Phillips 1958). Groups coped with the developing Holocene environmental conditions over this long 

period and adapted their economic strategies, developing storage technologies and intensifying their 

reliance on certain food resources. In addition to economic strategies, group social organizations and 

inter-group relations were also affected and changed as regional populations increased. 

Excavations at the Fivemile Rapids Site near The Dalles revealed some of the earliest evidence for 

Archaic Stage occupation in the region (Cressman et al. 1960). The lowest levels contained leaf-shaped 

projectile points, other tools, and radiocarbon ages of 9,700-7,600 RCYBP (uncorrected radiocarbon 

years before present). The number of salmon vertebrae in these deposits suggest the focused use of 

riverine resources at this early time period (Butler 1990, 1998; Cressman et al. 1960). The Burnett Site in 

Lake Oswego (Burnett 1991) may be one of the earliest sites in the Portland Basin, based on the presence 

of leaf-shaped points similar to those at Fivemile Rapids and other early sites. Elsewhere in the area, leaf-

shaped points have been found along the lower Clackamas River at the Geertz site and at other locations 

(Woodward 1972, 1974). 
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The warm and dry regional climate became cooler and more moist after about 5,000 BP, gradually 

developing into the modern climatic regime. Group mobility decreased as population densities increased 

and food procurement, processing, and storage activities came to require more time. People used and 

increasingly relied on certain foods that could be harvested in large quantities and stored for extended 

periods. Groups still journeyed to acquire specific resources, but these were more often small task-

specific parties rather than the entire residential group. Semisubterranean pithouses, reflecting greater 

residential stability, appear between 6,000 and 4,000 BP in parts of the Pacific Northwest (Ames 1991), 

although pithouse features found in the Portland area are thus far from later periods (Minor 1989). Broad-

necked barbed and shouldered projectile points, large side-notched points, and stemmed points are typical 

before 2,500 BP, with narrow-necked forms more common after this time, reflecting introduction of the 

bow and arrow. Many Portland area sites have broad-necked projectile point types, and three sites have 

radiocarbon ages of at least 2,800 BP (Kennedy and Jermann 1978; Pettigrew 1977, 1981a; Wessen 

1983). These and many other sites also have components with narrow-necked points and more recent 

radiocarbon ages.  

The development of sedentary village life prompted Minor (1998) to assign this period of Portland Basin 

prehistory to the Formative Stage (ca. 1,500-150 BP) in the traditional settlement-subsistence stage model 

of Willey and Phillips (1958). Elsewhere in North America, Formative Stage communities were based on 

an agricultural economy, but Willey and Phillips (1958:145) recognized that the Northwest Coast region 

was an exception, since the intensive and productive fishing-gathering-hunting economies of this region 

were effectively equivalent to agricultural economies. The emergence of Formative lifeways in the region 

is generally correlated with the widespread occurrence of rectangular houses, as an indicator of sedentism, 

and an efflorescence in art. Many Formative Stage cultural developments were refinements and 

elaborations of cultural patterns that were emerging in the latter part of the Archaic Stage. Populations 

continued to grow, settlements became more sedentary, reliance on specific dependable and storable 

foods increased, and increasingly complex social organizations emerged to effectively cope with the 

logistic and social needs of larger populations. Narrow-necked projectile point types, first appearing in the 

latter part of the Archaic, were the primary point form in the Formative Stage. 

The Formative Stage is well represented in the Portland area, based on archaeological surveys and 

excavations (Ames and Maschner 1999; Pettigrew 1981a, 1990; Minor et al. 1994). Large, probably 

sedentary, village sites are present in several lowland locations, usually containing rectangular houses 

similar in most respects to the plank houses used by the ethnographic Chinookans. A basic cultural 

chronology for the Portland Basin (Pettigrew 1981a, 1990) emphasizes a strong pattern of continuity in 

artifact assemblages and land use patterns throughout this period, culminating in the cultural lifeways of 

the ethnographic Chinookan groups. 

The earliest known rectangular plank house dates to about 2,000 BP (Dunnell et al. 1973; Minor et al. 

1994). The number and variety of artifacts, storage and cooking features, and the large house features 

suggest large and fairly sedentary populations (Ames et al. 1992). Villages were in permanent locations, 

but may have been unoccupied during certain seasons when people dispersed to acquire seasonal 

resources.  Boyd and Hajda (1987; Hajda 1984) argue that the seasonal moves of the ethnographic 

Chinook had probably occurred in prehistoric times as well, while Saleeby (1983) suggested that the 

dense food resources in the Portland Basin made such seasonal movements unnecessary, so that some 

villages were fully sedentary and continuously occupied (see also Saleeby and Pettigrew 1983).  

Minor et al. (1994) point out that the greater residential stability inferred by Saleeby is based on late 

prehistoric archaeological data and may accurately reflect fully sedentary settlement patterns in some 

areas of the Portland Basin prior to historical contact. The historical Chinookan seasonal movements may 
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represent a pattern that emerged as local groups tried to cope with the extreme population losses and 

disruptions caused by the spread of European epidemic diseases. 

Along with sedentary village life, elaboration in art is characteristic of Formative cultures. Stone carving 

and sculpture was a primary medium for artistic expression and the Portland region was a center of 

artistic development. An important art style in the Portland area was birds, fish, and human forms carved 

as decoration on mortars and other large implements, and as figures in the round and in relief (Wingert 

1952). Some of these latter figures may have had ritual significance (Wingert 1952:12). A ceramic 

complex with artistic elaboration also developed in the Portland Basin (Bryan 1959; Stenger 1992; 

Woodward 1977). The ceramics consist primarily of figurines, but vessels, smoking pipes, pendants, 

tablets, and handles were also made (Endzweig 1989; Stenger 1992). 

The Historic period (ca. AD 1750-1855) spans the brief but tumultuous time when the epidemic diseases 

that had accompanied Euro-Americans to the western hemisphere disrupted and decimated the indigenous 

Indian populations of the Pacific Northwest. The Columbia River region and Willamette Valley were 

particularly hard hit by the various diseases, resulting in dramatic population losses, coalition of formerly 

autonomous groups, and disruption or abandonment of traditional social and economic lifeways. By the 

1850s, most surviving Indian populations had signed treaties and were moved to reservations. 

Archaeological evidence of this period is best indicated by the presence of artifacts of non-Native 

American manufacture. Changes in burial practices because of high mortality rates probably also occurred 

during this time. While flexed interments typical of earlier times continued, above-ground canoe burials 

and box burials were also used, as were cremations and large burial vaults to inter large numbers of the 

dead. The appearance of a distinctive Columbia River art style ("grinning face motif" [Strong 1945:248]), 

associated with cremation-related artifacts, may also reflect the rapid population losses.  

 

2.2  Ethnography 

The Chinookan language family is an independent branch of the Penutian phylum of languages 

(Silverstein 1990). Lower Chinookan was spoken by groups near the mouth of the Columbia River, while 

groups upstream spoke three closely related Upper Chinookan languages: Cathlamet, Multnomah, and 

Kiksht. Cathlamet was spoken on the Lower Columbia River downstream from the mouth of the Lewis 

River. Multnomah speakers lived in the Portland Basin lowlands from the Lewis River upstream to 

Government Island, including Sauvies Island and much of the Willamette River below Willamette Falls. 

Kiksht was spoken by the Clowewalla and other groups at Willamette Falls, by the Clackamas along the 

Clackamas River, and by the Cascades Indians, who lived along the Columbia River from the Sandy 

River through the Columbia River Gorge. The Clackamas and Willamette Falls groups probably used the 

current project area most often. 

The principal social and political unit among the Chinookan peoples was the village, or in some cases a 

cluster of villages. While the larger named Chinookan entities (e.g., Multnomah or Clackamas) were 

affiliated by language, social customs, and geography, there were no well-defined or structured socio-

political Atribal@ identities (French and French 1998). Each local group was politically autonomous and 

occupied one or a few village locations of varying size. Each Chinookan village had a chief, usually 

hereditary, who wielded advisory and judicial powers, and who had the power to appropriate the property 

of others for personal purposes (Hajda 1984; Ray 1938; Silverstein 1990). Villages were composed of a 

variable number of households, which probably consisted of extended families that were patrilineally 
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related (Hajda 1984). As families grew, members might occasionally split off, forming small groups of 

related villages or village clusters (Hajda 1984; Silverstein 1990). 

As with other people in the Northwest Coast cultural area, Chinookan society operated through a status 

system based on social rank (generally hereditary) and wealth (French and French 1998; Silverstein 

1990). The chiefs, their close wealthy relatives, and shamans formed the small upper rank of society. 

Common people, the bulk of the population, formed the lower class. Slaves, acquired through sale, trade, 

or raiding, formed the bottom of the status hierarchy. Wealth was inherited and could also be acquired 

through trade and exchange between and within groups (Silverstein 1990). Chiefs redistributed some of 

their wealth through feasting and gift-giving, which enhanced their influence and contributed to the well-

being of the community. Commoners could sometimes elevate their social ranking to the fringes of the 

upper class through wealth accumulation, feasting, and personal achievements (Silverstein 1990). 

Chinookan families and village groups had a permanent winter village and often seasonal village or 

encampment locations. The winter villages were permanent places composed of one or more large, sturdy 

rectangular cedar plank houses with gabled roofs (Hajda 1984; Silverstein 1990). Some villages had as 

many as 15 to 20 plank houses, often arranged in rows paralleling the river. These structures were 

constructed with a cedar log frame, 14-18 feet high at the ridgepole, with split-cedar planks for the walls 

and the roof. They ranged in size from single family dwellings of about 12x20 feet to the apartment-like 

houses of wealthy extended families that could be as large as 40x100 feet (Silverstein 1990). Houses were 

often decorated with painted or carved artwork. Seasonal camps could have temporary mat- or cedar bark-

covered dwellings, but some groups had seasonal villages with cedar plank houses similar to their winter 

residences. 

Individuals, families, and organized task groups traveled to various locations on a seasonal basis to obtain 

food, other resources, and to trade or visit with other individuals and groups. Seasonal movements were 

probably regulated by the timing of salmon runs up specific rivers, but were also scheduled to take 

advantage of the availability of other riverine, marsh, and terrestrial resources (Boyd and Hajda 1987). In 

some areas, families and groups rotated between two seasonal villages and smaller temporary camps near 

particular resource areas, both in the lowlands and the neighboring uplands. The winter village remained 

the hub for these seasonal movements and some people were probably living in the village throughout the 

year. 

The rivers of the region were the economic lifeblood of the Chinookans, providing rich harvests of many 

kinds of fish, along with other riverine and marsh plants and animals. Willamette Falls was perhaps the 

most productive fishery in the Portland Basin. The rivers also provided conduits for trade with other 

groups. The great seasonal runs of various anadromous fish species were the economic and commercial 

focus of the Chinookan groups (Silverstein 1990). Steelhead trout and various salmon species ascended 

the Columbia River and its tributaries at different times during the spring, summer, and fall. Other fish, 

lamprey, and sea mammals were also used. Fish were caught by a variety of methods and were used or 

preserved by several means. Dried and stored fish was a dietary staple during the winter months. Dried 

fish was also a primary trade item to other groups. 

Other important foodstuffs were wapato and camas. Wapato is a plant found in marshy settings, 

especially in the Portland Basin, and is available throughout the year but most abundant in the fall. 

Wapato produces starchy potato-like tubers that were a major trading resource, particularly for the 

Portland Basin Chinookans. Camas bulbs were harvested from wet meadows during the spring and early 

summer, and prepared for immediate use or for storage. Acorns were harvested and processed in the fall. 
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Huckleberries and other kinds of berries ripened in the summer and fall. Deer were hunted in the fall, and 

elk may have been important during the winter. 

Chinookans were well-known for their abilities as traders (Hajda 1984). Trading activity took place more 

or less throughout the year. Hajda (1984) identified two spheres of exchange among the native peoples of 

the Lower Columbia Valley. The first sphere involved food and raw materials. Acquisition of these 

resources involved little risk, they were primarily produced by women, and exchanges were made 

primarily among related groups most frequently during the winter. The most often mentioned trade item 

was wapato, which was traded to people farther upstream on the Columbia as well as coastal groups. 

From coastal peoples, Portland Basin Chinookans received blubber and oil in return and, from upriver, 

they obtained dried pounded salmon, shapallel (bread or biscuit made from cous), beargrass (probably for 

basket-making), acorns, and dried berries (Hajda 1984). 

The second trading sphere involved dentalium shells, slaves, furs and skins, horses, and possibly canoes. 

These resources were relatively scarce, were acquired at some distance, often with some risk, by men, and 

were exchanged in summer as well as winter, amongst strangers as well as relatives, sometimes across 

regional boundaries. Economic exchanges in the second sphere were facilitated by the use of dentalium 

shells as a form of currency. After their introduction by Euro-Americans, glass beads were used in a 

similar way. In conjunction with the fur trade, beaver skins and blankets also became a standard form of 

currency (Hajda 1984; Silverstein 1990). 

 

2.3  Historic Era   

Direct contact between Oregon Native Americans and Euro-Americans began in 1792, when American 

Robert Gray placed the mouth of the Columbia River and Royal Navy parties under the command of 

George Vancouver and sailed up the river into the Portland Basin (Dodds 1986). Interactions were 

intermittent and limited to coastal fur trading ships until the Lewis and Clark expedition passed through 

the Portland Basin in 1805 and 1806. Fur trappers, traders, and adventurers soon began entering the 

region. 

Astoria was founded in 1811 by American fur entrepreneur John Jacob Astor, and the British North West 

Company (NWC) sent overland trapping expeditions into the region from Canada. NWC trading posts 

were established in the Portland Basin and northern Willamette Valley in 1812 and 1813 and the NWC 

also acquired the permanent settlement at Astoria (renamed Fort George). The men of these hunting and 

trapping parties became familiar with the Portland region and the local Chinookans as the NWC and its 

successor, the Hudsonôs Bay Company (HBC), became more firmly established in the region. The HBC 

constructed Fort Vancouver on the north bank of the Columbia River in 1825 and this post quickly 

became the focus of Euro-American activities in the region. Dr. John McLoughlin, Chief Factor at Fort 

Vancouver, also established a Euro-American presence at Willamette Falls in the late 1820s, recognizing 

the power generating potential of the falls (Hussey 1957). 

In the 1830s, an increasing number of trappers, missionaries, and other adventurers were visiting and 

settling in Oregon, primarily in the Portland Basin and the northern Willamette Valley (Minor et al. 

1980). By this time, diseases had devastated the Native Americans of the region to such an extent that few 

remained as the influx of Euro-Americans increased. A large epidemic in the early 1830s, thought to be 

malaria, resulted in mortality rates as high as 90 percent (Boyd 1990). By the 1840s, the moderate climate 
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and rich soil of the Willamette Valley was well known and large numbers of emigrants from the United 

States began arriving via the Oregon Trail. 

The falls of the Willamette River became a goal of this emigration with the founding of Oregon City and 

its role as the publicized end of the Oregon Trail. A Methodist mission was opened on land claimed by 

McLoughlin in 1840, prompting the HBC to start developing the falls area or lose their claim to the land. 

McLoughlin built a house on his claim in 1841, platted the Oregon City townsite in 1842, and constructed 

a sawmill in 1843 (Hussey 1957). Even so, the continuing influx of Americans soon swamped the HBC 

interests. The 1843 Provisional Government organized by the emigrants preempted McLoughlin's 

authority and his land claims were disputed for years (Johansen 1967; Tunnell 1940). 

Oregon City was briefly one the leading communities of the West (Clark 1927; Tunnell 1940). Thousands 

of emigrants from the Oregon Trail passed through the town in the 1840s. Some stayed, some settled land 

to the north and east in the Portland Basin, and many continued south into the rich lands of the Willamette 

Valley. The town became a commercial center, and flour and sawmills powered by the falls provided an 

industrial base. Oregon City became the seat of the Provisional Government in 1844 and was the first 

incorporated city west of the Rocky Mountains.  

The United States acquired control of the Oregon and Washington region through treaty with Great 

Britain in 1846 and the U.S. Oregon Territory was created in 1848 (Dodds 1986). In 1850, the U.S. 

Congress enacted the Donation Land Act, providing free land to Oregon emigrants. Settlers already 

present were able to register and legitimize their claims made under the provisional government. 

Donation Land Claim (DLC) farms quickly covered the area around Oregon City and soon most of the 

arable land in the Portland Basin and Willamette Valley was claimed. 

Oregon City became the capital when the Oregon Territory was organized in 1848, but in 1851 the 

government was moved to Salem. Downstream on the Willamette River, a new town called Portland 

proved to be at the best location in the region for a deepwater port for oceangoing vessels. Portland 

quickly overshadowed Oregon City as the center of commerce, industry, and transportation in Oregon. 

Oregon City, however, remained the county seat of Clackamas County and continued to be an important 

industrial center, using the water power of Willamette Falls.  

The northern part of Pleasant Valley was settled with DLC farms by the early 1860s (GLO 1861). The 

area remained relatively rural and agricultural on the outskirts of the developing Portland metropolitan 

area for the rest of the nineteenth century and much of the twentieth century. Since the 1980s, however, 

urban and suburban development has increased substantially in the area, and the recent inclusion of the 

study area into the Portland Metropolitan Urban Growth boundary reflects these changes.  
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3.0  Methods 
 

 

Methodology used to identify newly discovered and previously documented historical resources in the 

PSA included reconnaissance level surveys of the project area from the public right-of-way. It also 

included a review of the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) database, the City of 

Damascus, Happy Valley and Boring Historic Resources Inventory, Clackamas County and Multnomah 

County Inventory and the National Register of Historic Places database for listed properties. Historical 

maps and local histories were also consulted.  

 

Review of the SHPO database and the National Register database for listed properties resulted in the 

identification of previously recorded historical resources in the PSA. Tama Tochihara of Heritage 

Research completed a field reconnaissance windshield survey of the PSA in July 2010 and May 2011 to 

identify any properties that were 35 years old or older (1966 or earlier).  Although historic resource 

inventories generally include resources 45 years of age or older, the age for inventoried properties was 

reduced to 35 years to allow for a project timeline of more than five years to construction.  Identified 

properties of sufficient age were subjected to a preliminary assessment of their potential eligibility for the 

National Register of Historic Places. Resources that appeared to meet National Register criteria were 

photographed and noted.   

Archaeological site and project records housed at the SHPO were reviewed to identify previous cultural 

resources surveys and other investigations that have been conducted in the project vicinity and to locate 

previously recorded archaeological sites in or near the project area. No archaeological sites have yet been 

recorded in the PSA taxlot block, but one site is recorded adjacent to SE Foster Road north of the PSA. 

The GLO cadastral survey and claim plats for T1S, R3E were also reviewed. No Sanborn fire insurance 

maps are available for this area. Albert (Chip) Oetting of Heritage Research first conducted a windshield 

reconnaissance of the PSA in July 2010 to assess the likelihood of archaeological sites being present and 

to identify landforms likely to contain archaeological resources. Oetting and Heritage archaeologist 

Robert Wenger then conducted a systematic pedestrian survey of the public right-of-way (ROW) in the 

buffer zones of the existing roads in May 2011. 

Because a preferred project alternative has not yet been chosen, the results of both the archaeological and 

historical resource reconnaissance surveys should be considered preliminary. As the project planning 

progresses and as alternatives are refined, intensive surface survey of the defined preferred alternative 

alignment should be conducted and subsurface discovery investigations should proceed in settings with a 

high potential for containing archaeological resources.  
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4.0  Archaeological Resources 
 

4.1  Existing Archaeological Resources 

Results of the records review indicate that very little archaeological research has been conducted in the 

immediate vicinity of the PSA, reflecting its rural past. Archaeological projects have been conducted in 

areas to the north and, particularly, south of the area, as development in these areas has required cultural 

resources investigations.  

No archaeological artifacts or sites have yet been documented within the 172nd/190th Corridor PSA 

taxlot block, but one site has been recorded adjacent to SE Foster Road north of the PSA. A second site is 

recorded within one mile of the PSA.  

Site 35MU194 is on the west side of SE Foster Road just north and west of the intersection with SE 

Richey Road. The site is immediately west of a small drainage and consists of structural remnants and 

historical debris of the S. Richey DLC farm (DLC No. 64). The structural remains include a barn, shed, 

and lean-to shed, all reported to date from the mid-nineteenth century, and these buildings contain a 

variety of historical and modern artifacts. The original house was burned in the 1960s and only the brick 

fireplace remains. While near the PSA, these structural remains are at least 40 m (130 feet) from the edge 

of SE Foster Road and therefore are outside of any likely area of potential effect (30 m or 100 feet from 

road centerline). Site 35CL311, near Rock Creek about one mile southwest of the study area, is a 

historical trash scatter with items from the 1930s to the 1960s. 

One previous project involving a transmission line corridor study crossed the very northwestern corner of 

the PSA. No cultural resources were found during this project (Lloyd-Jones and Ozbun 2008). Ten other 

archaeological projects on file at the Oregon SHPO have been conducted within one mile of the PSA, two 

about one mile away to the northeast and eight in the Sunnyside Road or Oregon Highway 212 corridors 

to the south. The projects to the northeast are in hills nearly a mile away from the PSA and include 

surveys for a road alignment (Pettigrew 1981b) and placement of a cell tower (Baker 2009a). No 

archaeological materials were found in these investigations. The projects to the southwest include three 

projects for a sewer project along Rock Creek and Sunnyside Road (Smits 2005, 2006; Smits and Ellis 

2005), two investigations for improvements to Sunnyside Road (Musil 2006; Toepel and McCornack 

2006), a residential development project (Butler et al. 2007), a commercial development project (Gall 

2007), and a cell tower project (Baker 2009b). The sewer project and the residential and commercial 

development projects included both surface survey and subsurface discovery shovel probes. Three 

isolated finds (less than 10 items) of prehistoric artifacts were found along Rock Creek in the discovery 

probes for the sewer project (Smits 2005). No archaeological materials were found in any of the other 

investigations. 

The 1855 GLO cadastral survey plat for T1S, R3E (GLO 1855; Figure 5.7-3) depicts basic natural 

features of the township and some cultural features. Both Rock Creek and "Johnson's" Creek are named, 

and most of the hills and creeks in the area are shown. Several roads are depicted, including a road 

passing through the PSA on the approximate modern alignment of SE Foster Road. A cultivated field is 

shown in the current study area on the section line between sections 29 and 30, but no structures are  
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Figure 5.7-4. Location of the PSA on the 1861 survey of claims (GLO 1861). 
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depicted. The GLO claims plat for the township (GLO 1861) shows that three DLC farms are in the 

northern part of the PSA and a fourth includes a portion of the existing road buffer zone on SE 190th 

Drive. The northwest portion of the PSA is in DLC No. 64 of S. Richey and DLC No. 70 of M. W. Noble 

(Figure 5.7-4). The northeast portion is in DLC No. 69 of Caleb Richey and the SE 190th Avenue buffer 

zone continues north into DLC No. 61 of Edward Albright. 

 
 

4.2  Survey Methods and Results 

 

The PSA is in a small north-south trending valley with gentle to steeper slopes on both sides and some 

flat valley floor in the middle with a central unnamed small ephemeral drainage. Rock Creek curves east-

west across the south end of the area, with the unnamed drainage flowing down out of the north-south 

valley. Kelley Creek flows east-west across the north end of the valley and then curves to the northwest to 

join Johnson Creek. The PSA is predominantly rural and characterized by dispersed suburban 

development. There are some older houses along SE Foster Road, which is the oldest roadway through 

the PSA.  

 

A systematic pedestrian archaeological surface survey along the public ROW in the existing road buffer 

zones was conducted to locate any surface evidence of prehistoric or historical archaeological artifacts, 

features, or sites (Figures 5.7-5 to 5.7-8). The private portions of the proposed alignment corridors were 

not inspected during this survey. The patchwork nature of granted property rights-of-entry (ROEs) in 

these corridors made survey impracticable at this time. 

 

The buffer zone defined for the existing roads is 30 m (100 ft) on either side of the road centerline, 

constituting the archaeological resources APE width for this portion of the study. The existing roads with 

delineated buffer zones comprise a total distance of about 9.5 miles. Each side of each road was inspected 

by an archaeologist walking as close to the edge of the public ROW as possible along one side of the road 

and then returning in the ROW on the other side of the road. The edge of the public ROW, primarily 

marked by property fences, was generally 6-10 m (20-35 feet) from the road centerline. 

 

All open ground within the public ROW or visible from the edge of the ROW was inspected. Drainage 

ditches, some quite deep (1-1.5 m or 3-5 feet), are present on both sides of most of the roads in the study 

area (Figure 5.7-5). Where possible, the archaeologist walked between the ditch and the property fence or 

in the bottom of the ditch. In many areas, however, the neighboring property fence ran along the top edge 

of the ditch and the ditch itself contained runoff water, so the archaeologist was forced to walk on the 

road side of the ditch (Figure 5.7-6). Ground visibility in the public ROW was surprisingly good, as the 

roadside vegetation in much of the area had recently been cut. In addition, the sidewalls of the drainage 

ditches were bare soil and could be inspected. Visibility in specific locations ranged from about 5% to 

nearly 100%, with overall visibility of about 15-20%. The buffer zone areas beyond the public ROW 

varied from open pastures (some with exposed ground and some covered with vegetation), to lawns and 

landscaping in the front yards of residences (again providing some exposed surfaces), to graveled or 

paved driveways and parking lots. These areas were inspected as closely as possible from the public 

ROW, with surface visibility averaging about 5-10%. 

 

No prehistoric or demonstrably historical archaeological artifacts, features, or sites were identified during 

this survey. Road side trash and debris was common along all of the road margins, but all of these items 

appeared to be less than 50 years old. The location of the S. Richey DLC farmstead, archaeological site 

35MU194, was closely inspected for historical items or features, but none were present or visible in the  
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Figure 5.7-5. Drainage ditch with an exposed cutbank along SE 190th Drive, view to the north. 

 
 

 
 
Figure 5.7-6. Drainage ditch bordering fenced parking lot on east side of SE 172nd Avenue and 

residential landscaping on the west side of the street, view to the south. 
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Figure 5.7-7. View west from SE Foster Road to the S. Richey DLC farm site (35MU194), with the barn 

roof visible through the trees on the left side of the photo. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5.7-8. SE 172nd Avenue crossing Rock Creek, view south taken from the SE Troge Road bridge 

over Rock Creek. 

  


